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No Sultan of Egypt ever suffered such a reverse in one day,
or died under his standard, having all his property and equip-
ment captured by the enemy, except Kansuh al-Ghuri.

Thus was it written in the Divine decrees. Neither the
Sultan nor his Amirs ruled the people justly; they reaped
the reward of their evil doings, and were vanquished by Ibn
'Othman. Truly it has been said, " Where are the kings who
wrought oppression in the land, and from whom God has
freed the country ? "

Then the Sultan Ibn 'Othman left Merj Dabek and entered
Aleppo, taking possession of it without opposition; and he
halted on the same Maidan that al-Ghuri had previously
[49] occupied. This is the full account of the battle as received
by us, and all that passed between al-Ghuri and Ibn 'Othman.

The Amirs and troops after their defeat made for Aleppo,
but on trying to enter that town they were attacked by the
inhabitants, who killed a number of the soldiers, taking their
arms, horses, and equipment and laying hands on the things
they had left in the town for security. Indeed, they suffered
worse treatment at the hands of the people of Aleppo than
they did from the soldiers of Ibn 'Othman, There had been
bad feeling between the people of Aleppo and the Imperial
Memlooks since they had gone on ahead of the Sultan from
Cairo to Aleppo, along with Kara Bey, Grand Master of the
Horse. They had forced an entrance into the houses of the
people, violating their women and children; so the people of
Aleppo had suffered much injury from them. No sooner did
they realize that these troops were beaten,1 than they set
about to take their revenge.

When the Amirs and the remnant of the soldiers saw this
they quitted Aleppo precipitately and made for Damascus,
which.they reached in the sorriest plight, deprived of clothing
and horses. Most of the troops entered Damascus, some riding
on donkeys, some on camels; many were almost naked, with
just -a cloak round them.

Never before had such a disaster befallen Egyptian troops.